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Witnesses---Treachery Proven Beyond the Shadow of a Doubt, but Responsibility Cannot Be Fixed.

LT WAS A MINE

The Maine C'ourt of In-
quiry So Reports to
the President,

SPAIN IS NOT MENTIONED

LY

Captaln Sigsbeeand the Vessel's
" Crew Are Completely
Exonerated.

THE PLATES BENT UPWARDS

Prosident’s Mossage to Congress |
Doox Not Mention Possi-
bitity of War.

1

Frassmits the Report to Congress

with No Siarillng Statement ns (o |
His Intentlon=Asks for De-

Hbernie Constderntion, ‘

Washington, March 29.-The president |
Monday soni the following message (o |
congrens: |
To the Congreas of the United States: |

Por some lime prisk 4o the visit of the
Maine in Liavapa harbeor our consular rep
ramenintives pointed out the advantages to |
Raw from the vialt of national ships to the

Walers, In necustoming the peaplo te |
opes of our flag as the symbol ot
11 gud of our shipsin the fulfilimeni
¥ mistton of proteciton o American In-
(1 iz, tyen though bo mediale need
therefar might exial,

Aceordingly, on the 2Mth of Jacduary last,
Sfier conferenca with the Spental mininter
48 which the ranewal of vieils of our war
wasecls to Epanish walers was dlscunscd

sid accepted, the peninsular authoritles nt
BMudeld and fiavana wers advised of the
Burpese’ of this goveroment Lo Feaume |

Mendly nuvsl vislts at Caban ports, and
That in t view the Maine would forth- |
Cwith cull at tha port of Huvana. !

Manine nt Mayana, !
. ? was received ‘l'w lb;
Spaniah governmeht with appreciation ©
- I‘WB chapacter of the visit of the
. Malne and with sotineaiion of intention
‘o return the eourfesy by sending Bpan- |
lsh abips 1o the principal ports of the |
Unfted Etaten. Meanwhile the Maine en-
tered Iha port of Muvana on the @th of
Jannary; ber mrrival belng marked wilh
no spocial inoldent besides tho exchange of
customary salules wnd egremonial visits.

The Malne eontinued In the harhor of |

Havina during the three weokd follow-,

r Arsival. No appreciable exclte- |
B fer stayt an the contrary, |

of rellef and confidence followed
ithe tesmpilon of the long interrupted
friendly thiereaurse, Bo notlcenble wan
this immedinte effcet of her viait that the
eonsul-general atrongly urged that Lhe
prasence of our stips in Cuban walera
should be kopt up Ly retsining the Malne
at Havana, or Ia the event of her recall
by sending there a vemsel to lake har place.
The Fainl Evening, |
"% minutes past ning on the evening |
“lhf 16th of February the Miulne wus
gestroyed by an explosion, by which the |
chlire forward part of the #hip was m-l
tly wrecked. In this catastrophe two
oflicers and 200 of her crew perlnhed, thone
who were not Killed outright by hor ex-
pladon beiig peuned botween docks by
the langle of wreckage and drowned by
the inmediate sinking ef the hull. FPrompi
asslsiance w rendored by the nelghbor-
ing vemsols anchored In the harbor, wid |
belag especlally given by the boats of
the Bpanish cradssr Alptionso X1L and the |
Wurd line steamer City of Washiagton,
which lay not far dlstant, The wounded |
were gencrounly cared for by the authorl- I
tles of Havana, the hospitalsbicing fraely |
apened (o them, whils the sarliest recov- |
erd bodles of the dead wore Interged by |
the munlcipality in & publle eemolery In
the ¢ity. Tribuies of griof and sympathy
were offered from all afficinl guartars of
the Wland,
Canaed Intense BEacliement,
The appalling ealsmity fell upon the peo-
of our country with erushing force and
f; a brief time an Intense extitement pire-
valled, which in & community less Just and
self-eguirolled than ours might have Jed to
hasty acts of hiind resentment. Thin splire
W, howeyer, soon gave Way to the calmer
processea of ronson and to the resolye to in
vestignte the facts and awalt the malcrdial
proof before forming 4 Judgment an fo the |
cause, the responalblily and, If the facls
Warrantod, the remedy due. This course
pecopsarily recommendred limell from the
Buiset 10 the executive, for only In the Hght
of a dispassionately azcertalned cortainty
eould 1t delermine the nalure and moasure
@f s full duty ib the matter.
The ususl pracedure was followesd, aw In
all cases of camunlty or disnater to nglional
vessels of any marliime stute. A naval
gourt ©of Inquiry was ot once organized,
posed of officers well guallfied by rank
="all practical experienca to discharge the
raug duty Impos«d upon them.
."gmd by a strong force of wreckers and
vers the court procceded to make a thor-
h Investigation on the spot, employing
gvery avallable means for tho Impartinl
snd exact detormination of the causcs of
the oxplosion. Its operations have been
eonducted with the utmost deliberation and
Judgment, and while Independently pur-
sued 1o source of Information was neglect-
o and the fullest opportunity was allowed
for a simullancoun inveatigation by the
‘Bpanish authoritien,
The Finding of the Court.

The finding of the court of Inquiry waa
paached, nfter ¥ days of continuous labor,
an the 21st of March Inst, and having
been approved on the 4 by the com-
mander in chlef of the United States naval
force of the North Atlantie statlon, was
transmitted to the executlve.

. 1t I8 herewith Iald befors congross, to-
gether with the voluminous testimony
tilken before the courl. Tts purport Is In
brief, as follpws:

When the Malne arrived at Havana she
Wus conducted by Lhe regular government
pllot to buoy No, 4, Lo which she was
moaored In from bl to 6 fathoms of water.

The state of dlscipline on board, and the
sondltlon of her magasines, bollers, coal
bunkers and storags compurimenis, are
passed in roview, with the conclusion that

R t order prevalled and that nm

4f any eause for an internal ¢
_exlsted In any quarter.
: t o'dlook In the evening of IMeb-
Fusry yililog had been reported se

o '.i?"i“ -niu pi:tu':fl;t o'clock the vessel
s nmﬂr destroyed. -
- Two Exploatons,

There were twa dlstinct exploslons, with
a_hrlef in lbotmulu:, The fNrst

mont &
a feeling

~

farsard

| the ship sunk uninjured.

o 32

The evidence of the divers establiahes
that the after parlt of the ahip was prac-
Ueally Intact and sonk In that condition a
very fow minutes after the explosion, The
forward part was completely demolinhed.

Upon the evidence of concurrent external
cause the Onding of the court s as follows:

“AL frame 17 (he outer shell of the ship,
from n point 1'% feet from thoe middle line
of the ship and slx feet above the keel
when In 418 normal position, has been
forced up so as to be now aboul four feet
above the surface of the waler; Lherefore,
about 3 feet above where It would be had

Matds Hent Inward,

“The outaide botiom plating 1s bent Into
A reversed V ashape, the after wing of
whinh shay 8 #--* hroad and 22 feel
in length (Irom [frame 17 Lo frame 20), 1s
doubled back upon Itself aguinst the con-
tinuation of the same plating extending
forward

At frampe IS the vertical keel is broken in
two and the keel bent Into an angle aingu-
Inr to the anglé formed for the oulsids
plates. ‘This break Is aboul six feel be-
low Lthe surface of the water and about
30 feel above lta normal position,

“In the opinlon of the court this effect
could have Leen produced only by the ex-

plosion of & mine sltuated under the bot-

1. That the United Blates battleship Maine
irrived {n the harbor of Havana, Cuba, on
the 2ith day of January, 1508, and was taken
v buoy No. 4, In from Ove and o half toslx
fathomn of water by the regular govern-
ment pilot. The United Btates consul gen-
eral at Havana had notifled the authori-
Uen at that pluce the previous evening of
the Intonded arrival of the Maine,

Discipline Was Excellent,

L The state of discipline on board the
Maine was excellent, and all orders and
regulations in regard to the care and safely
of the ship were atrletly earried out,

All ammunition was stowed away in ac-
cordance with Instructlons, and proper care
war taken whenever ammunition was
handled.

Nolthing was atowed In any one of the
magagines or shell rooms which was not
permitted to be stowed there

The magazines and shell rooms were al-
ways locked after having been oponed; and

after Lhe destruction of the Malne the keys |

were found in thelr proper place In the cap-
laln's cablin, everything having been ré-
ported securs that evening at eight p. m.

Tempernture Was Normal,

The temperatures of the magasines and
ahellrooms were taken dally and reported.

THE LATE SECOND-CLASS

The only magagine which had an undue | gnged and of greater volume. This peoc-

B —

ume at the time of the disaster, but for
auxillary purposes only with a compara-
tively low pressurea of steam, and belng
tended by a relinble watch, These bollers
eould not have caused the explosion of the
ship, The four forward bollers have sinco
been found by the divers, and are In a falr
condition,

On the night of tha destruction of the
Malne everything had been roported ne-
curs for the night at elght p. m. by re-
llable persons, through the proper author-
{ties, to the commanding offlesr. Al the
time the rplno was Joatroyed the ship waa
gulet, and therefore t llable to accldent
shused by movements from those on board

Were Two Explosions,

8. The destruotion of the Malne ocourred
at 0:40 p. m. on the 15th day of Fabruary,
1588, th the harbor of Havans, Cuba, be-
Ing nt the time moored on the same buoy to
which she had been taken upon her ar-
rival,

There were two explosions of o distinctly
diterent character with a very short but
distinet interval between them, and the
forward part of the ship was lifted to a
marked degrea at the timo of the first ex-
Moaion,

The first explosion was more in the nn-
ture of o report, like that of a gun, while
Ihe second explosion was morae opan, pro-

'

TOLD BY WITNESSES,

Extract of Important Testimony
Taken by the Court.

Lieut, Powelson's Story Told on the
Third Doy of the Session—=Ime-
portant Discoveries Made
Up to That Time,

Washington, March 28, —The following are
portlons of the testimony:
W. V. N. Powelson wan called
Third day of the court. He testified
{ he had been present on the Maine
» day from tho arrivel of the boat
Fern and during a great deal of the diving,
In reply to & quesation to tell the court
ill about the condition of the wreck, he
rald the forward part of the ship forward
of the after amokostack had been to all
appearances completely destroyed, The
sonning tower lay In o position opposite
the door lsading to the superstructure aft
wnd to starboard, Inclined at about 110 de-
green to the vertical with the top of the

conning tower In board. Continulng, lhe
: RS O3S =

BATTLESHIP MAINE,

tom of the ship, at about frame 1§ and |
pomewhat on the part side of the ship.™
Conclusions of the Conrt.

The eonclusiona of the court nre

That the joss of ithe Maine was not in any
reapoct due to fault or megligence on the
part of any of the officers or mombors of
her crew

That the ehip was destroyed by the ex-
plosion of a submarine mine, which causcd
the partial explosion of twa or more of her
forward magaxines; and,

That no evidence has been abtalnnble Nx-
Ing the rFesponaibility for the dealruetion
of the Malne upon ARY person or persons

1t have directed that the Anding of tha
eoiirt of lnguiry and the views of this gov-

/‘|

amount of heat was the aner ten-lnoh mag-
azine, and that did not explode st the time
the Malne wns destroyed.

The torpedo wur heads wero all stowed
n the after part of the ship under the wand
room, and nelther caused nor particlpated
in the destruction of the Maline |

The Adry gun cotton primers and deton-
stors were stowed In the cabin aft and
remote from the scene of the explosion

The wasto was carefully looked after on
board the Maine to obviate danger, Bpo-
sial orders in regard to this had been given
ay the commanding officer.

Varnishea, dreyers, alcohol and other com-
sustibles of this nature were wiowed on |
aw above the Hain‘i--r‘-k wnd ennld thl

THE
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“What Is the condition of the starboard
lurret T’ witness was asked,

“To my knowledge It has not been found,
sir,” was the reply.

Heo understood something had been found
ander the place where the turret formerly
was, but its exact ¢haracter had not been
fetermined,

Impressions of Ensign Powelson,

“What Impreasion s produced upon your
mind by the reports, am far ns you have
juoted them 1 Enalgn Powolson was anked,

“From reports alone or from the appear-
ance of the wreck ™"

“Eithee from such reports or the cond!-
tions which you belleve to exiat.”

"The impression produced upon me," re-
plied the witness, “Is that an explosion topk
placa well to port of the midship line, and
it a point in the length about opposite the
onning tower,” -

Witness In reply to further questions sald
hib opinion was based upon the observation
of things above water. He gave no welght
to Mr. Morgan's statement about falling
Into & hole on the port alde because Mor-
ft" might have been mistaken about it

eferring to his notes made of things on
the Mnine, Ensign Powelson sald that the

arc of the engine room telegraph and tha |

shaft of the steering gear coming down
through the armored tube (turret) was bent

from port Lo starboard. The port slde of |
— o —— | known (o have any Information that could

DI

PROFILE VIEW,

mnd explosfon was, In the opinlon of the
sourt, caused by the partlal explosion of
lwo or more of the forward magasines of
the Maine.

Condition of the Wreok.

4. The evidence bearing on thin, belng
princlpally obtalned from divers, d4d not
enable the court to form a definlle con-
sluslon as to the conditlon of the wreck,
allbhough It was established that the after
part of the ship was practicaliy Intaoct,
and sank In that condliton a vory few
minutes after the destruction of the for-
ward part.

The following facis In ropard to the for-
wird part of the ¢, howaver, es-
lablished by the testimony:

PLANS OF THE MAINE.

dencribed with close detall the condition
under the miln deck cn (he port slde. The
Nxtures were completely wrecked, while
Mxtures in the same position on the star-
board side wero in some cases almost in-
tact. The port bulkhead between the main
and berth decks at the connlng tower sup-
port had been blown aft on both sidea, but
1 grent deal more on the port than on the
starboard mide. The Arerocom hatch mme-
Sintely abaft of the conning tower had been
blown In thres directions—afl, to star-
board and to port. The protective deck
under the conning tower supporta wan bent
jn two directions, the plates on the star-
board sido being bent up and on the larv
board #lde bent down.

—— s
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ernment thereon bhe communieated to the
government of hor majasty, the queen, and
1 do not permit mynelf to doubt that the
sonse of justice of the Spanish nation will

letate & eourse of meilon suggested by
honor and the friendly relations of the iwo
governments,

It was the duty of the executive to ad-
vise the congréss of thae result, and In the
meantime deliberate conalderation ia in-
vohed.

(Signed) WILLIAM M KINLEY. |
Execullve Manslon, March 28, 1598,

mave had anything to do with the deatruo-
ton of the Malne.

The medical storss wero stowed aft une
der the ward room and remole from the
scene of the explosion,

No dangerous stores of any kind were
gtowed below (n any of the other store
rooms,

Conl Bunkers Inapected.

The conl bLunkeras wers inspocted. Of
thoso bunkers adjolning the forward mag-
amine and =hell rooms four were emply,
namely B3 B4 BGand D6 A 15 had

MIDSHIP SECTION OF THE MAINE.

e oF ey
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Soalo 1-18 inch to one (oot

THE COURT’S REPORT.
ftntements of Capt. llunnun and
Hin Associates Based on Ten-

a timony Taken,

Tho following 18 the full text of the re-
of the court of Inquiry; i
P hited. Stad

aeeny In weo thatl day, snd A 18 wes foll
of New River conl. This coal had hoen
enrofully Inspecied before recclving it én
board. The bunker in which It wus stowéd -
was seeesalble on thide gldes at o)l times,
apd the fourth x!de ut this tlme on oo«
count of bunkers B 4 and 13 0 belng emply,
This bunker, 15, End been Inspected
that duy by (he engineer officer on duty,

The fire alarms {8 the bunkers wese In

and there

That portlan of the port side of the pro- | in repiy 10

tsctive deck which extends from about
frame 30 to about framo 41 was blown up
aft and over to port, The main deck
from about frame 30 to about frame 41
was blown up aft and alightly over to
starboard, folding the forward part of the
middle superstructure over and on top of
thu after part 5

This wasa, in the opindon of the court,
caused hy the partial explosion of two or
more of the forward magasines of the

Maina
Fiates Foreed Up.

B. At frama 17, the outer shell of the ahip,
from a point 114 feet from the middie
line of the ahip and six feot above the keel
when In its norimal positdon, ham been
forced up so as to be now about four feet
nhove the surface of the water, therefore
about 24 feet above where it would be had
the ship sunk uninjured. The outside hot-
tom plating s bent into a reversed V
shape, the after wing of which, about 18
foet broad and 22 feet In length (from
frame 17 to frame 25), 1s doubled back upon
itself againat the continuation of the saame
plating extending forward.

At frama 18 the vertical keel is broken In
two, and the flat keel bent Into an anglo
simliar to the angle formed by the outside
bottom plating, This brenk {8 now about
Mx feet heiow the surface of the waler, and

‘[ about ¥ fest above its normal position.

Suuwed by a Mine,

In the oplnlon of the court, this effect
soulll have been produced only by the ex-
ploston of a mine altuated under the bot-
tom of the ahip at about frame 18, and
somewhut on the port side of the ship.

8. Tho court finds that the loss of the
Malne, on the cccanion named, wan not In
any respéct due fo fault or negligence on
wiw part ¢f any of the officers or members
of the crew of sald vessel,

7. In the opinion of the court the Maine
was destroyed by the explosion of a sub-
marine mine, which eaused the partinl ex-
ploslon of two or more of har forward
magaines

& I'he court has been unable to obtain ev-
Alence fxing the responsibllity for the de-
struction of the Maine upon any person or

persons,

W. T. BAMPBON,

Captain, U, 8. N,, Presidont.

A. MARIX,

" lputenant Commander, U. B. N., Judge
Advorate.
The Fiadings Approved,

The court, having Nnlshed the Inguiry it
was ordered to make, adjournsd at 11 a m.
to awalt the action of the conveaing au-

thurity
W.T. BAMPSON,
Captain, U, 8. N, President,
A MARIX,

Lititonant Commander, U, B N, Judge
Advocate.

1), 8, Fluguhip Now York, March £2, 1888,
Off Key Wost, Fla.—~Thae and
findings of the court of lnguliry In the above
cuse are approved. A

e s

| grating was found on (he peop awning

| of tha starboard turret wans visible,

e e
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an inquiry &8 to whather
he meant with reference to thelr ariginal
posltdons Bnsign Powelson replied affirma-
tvely. The beam supperilng the pro-
tective deck a few Inchea abaft of the ar-
mored tubé, to port of the midship line,
was bent up (o starboard of the myid-
ship line. Juat forward of the conning
tower, underneath the deck, two beams
met at right angles; one beam was broken
and pushed from port to siarboard. A

Just forward of the after acarchilght.

A plece of the side plating just abaft
This
plate was bent outward and thoen the for-
ward end bent upward and folded back-
ward upon itself, "“I'his plate way sheared
from the rest of the plating below the
water line, This plating below the water
line has been pushed out to atarboard.”

The armored gratings of the engine room
hatch were blown off, A composition
gtrainer was plcked up from the botlom
on the starboard quarter at a point about
ppposite the poop capstan and about ™
feet from it, Tho chief engineer thought
the stralper was from the firemen’s wash-
room, It was not a straloer in the ahip's
dde.

Near the plece of oulside plating to
walih witness relerred above he sald there
wers ploces af red shellnced planks.: On
these planks was bolted a composkion
traack two Inches wide and an lnch thick,

Enalgn Powelson then asked If the court
meant for Kim to say anythigg sbout what
the divers reported or just what he saw.

The judge advocate replied thal he would
Ake to huve him state any lmportant dis-
soveries which might lead the eourt to
lraw some conclusion as o the cause,
and i o diver gave such luformation to
state the diver's name. Defore doing so
the judgs advooile asked wilneas o stale
f tho forward nnd wfier part of the ship
were In line,  Ensign FPowelson replied
that as far as he vould Judge they were
sot. Thoe emd where the explogion oe-
wrred ssemed Lo be pushed fram port
0 starboard from flve (o ten degroes, ho
should Judge, with the apex to the star-
sonrd, The divers reported to witness that
it & polnt where Lhe ten-inch shell room
thould be they discovered ten-lneh shells
regularly arrianged, but the ship had sunk
Sown #0 much that some af the shells were
In the mud.

Gunner Morgan roported that in walking
on the bottem he fell nto w hale on the
part #Xlo and went down In the mud, He
ulso t"j’ ried that na far ans he could Judee
sverythiog seemed to be nt upward
the vielnity of this hole, Me alsp roparied
that the plates seemed 1o have been pushod
over (o the starboard und then bent down.

Koslgn Powelson then sald that a sixe
inch powder tank that he saw appeared to
he an empty tank brolen by the explosion,
a8 it was not badly dented and merely
ripped the Jength of the seam. A ten-inch
tank was badly battered out of any con-
colvablo shape,

» the witnens sald the divers
up 10 the night befere he was then on the
! had not been on the ou

tside of the

o
Wb (oo deep for them to

TPy R

Boale 1-32 tngh to ons foot.

———— T
the protected deck was covered with o
proasy deposit, the starbonrd side belng
comparatively free from IL

The forward smole plpe, betwean the
maln and superstructure decks, dld cel
show signs of the Internal preazure of
gases. On the maln deck forward of the
conning tower where (he fore and after
angle bulb boam was located the planking
was blown off on the only remalning plate
Of the maln deck on the port mide while the
wood was still attached to that part on the
starboard alde between the conning tower
base and the turrets, What witness saw
would Indleate that the pressure )Ifled the
protective deck up on the port side, and

| the prolectiva dccit:“an the starboard side

Soale 1.82 inok to ome fook

heid fast and bent that deck downward
Witness here axhiblted two sketohen (o Lhe
court showing dlagram of various parts of
the sunken ship and explained (hem to the
oourt.

The witness's evidence about the mtrip
on the starboard side of the oulside plat-
ing of the ship which waa folded and
rolled back, was recalled to him, und Pow-
elson sald he could sea plate underneath it
was bent outward, as he could see I, as it
wus only two feet under water where the
shear occurred. -

Witnesa had taken soundings and bhad |

found five fathoms of water on bath sides
of thoe Malns down to the mud. Tuking o
Hpound lead llne and dragging with a
wheriy for obstrfictions on the port slde,
dragging close to where e thought the wa-
ter ways would be found, he found no ob-
structions whatever., On the astarboard slde
be found cbstructions for 20 feet where ho
had reason to belleve the waterwaya had
originally been,

In answer Lo questlons he sald there wan
nothing left of the port plating at all. He
dragged along the outslde 1o see If anything
had fallen oul and feund nothlng, Wit-
nens thought the ship on the port side wis
entirely gone opposite a point indicated on
n diagram handed tho court, It was en-
Uirely blown out.

This concluded Enalgn Powelson's tes-
timony on the third day,

: A Diver's Story.

Chlef Gunner's Mate Olsen, of the United
Stales steamer Iowa, told how he had been
sent to Huvana for thoe purpose of doing
diving duty on the wreck, Ile hud descend-
ed four timesn, making about cight or nine
hours of total examination.

Olsen told how on hils first descent he
went over the forward part of the ship,
To usa his own expression, he sald: *l
found the wreck all blowed up. 1 found a
tot of grate bars down there.,” The sccond
time he went down further forward and
there Jocuted o lot of ten-Inch shells, For-
ward of theso the plates wore bent Inboard
over them.

Asked If he ilmagined himaelf looking for-
ward ho stated thut be did. Golng over the
plittea he struek Intg & ot of six-inch shells
with the slings on them, Go!ng to theright
witnéss stated he found a lot of wreckage,
It seemned to have beon blown over the atiur-
board, OQlsen stated that he put his hand
into the oranks and brought out several
six-pounder shoells,

The next time he went-down, Olaen Leatl-
fledd he weni outaide the ship, forward of
the ernne on the port slde, He follawed the
bottom mlong and found st the ship's
slde was blown outboard and along (he
erane It could bo walked an.

AL the part whore sho ks blown up com-
pletoly.'” witness sald, "'nrl. of her Lottom
plates are turned up. Then you follow the

ttom from there ug. and tho plates are
blawn outhoard, At the top and uhderneath
he bottom they are blown in snd
tbl;: 1'1-'.‘ Allwul t}un rrwlnt torvf;n!or thgt
ore In a plece of (ran lald slong the
bulkhead. The skin :J tho (nslde of the
double battams 18 curled 1ike a sheet of pa-
In/ from stem to atern,
pa on the same place u“:n fna
or plate, one plate ﬁ:pl«o. the tg‘p ﬁ
te atunding up, rhulflnn n
ver m:}o ely. t.?ndl
XA R
rard, and o to atar-

HE NOURY TESTONY

| enlled to glve his testimony,

Facts Told by Witnessas to Offi-
cers of the Maine Court.

THEY ALL POINT TO SPANISH TREACHERY

Capt. Sigabee Took Exira PPrecans
tions (o Goard RHis Ship from
Harm=Consul General Lee
and Others Tentify.

Washinglon, Mareh 2.=The Immenso
mass of (estimony taken by the Maine court
of Inquiry was sent to tho senate Mone

| dny, and with the president's message and
findings of the court referred to the com-
mittee on forelgn relations, The testimony
was taken on 18 diferent days, the four-
teenth day, however, belng devoted Lo view-
ing the wreck. Rvery witness who was

throw light upon the great disaster was
The mtory
of the destructioh of tha vesscl ia told, not
grophlcally, but In & manner which gives
all the obtalnable faets, No technicdl de-
iall 18 omitted, Every movement and in-

| eldent connected with the Maine from tho

time she [eft Key West until the last diver
examined the wreck, alowly sinking in the
mud of Havana harbor, is given, It Is a
story Intensely interesting to the people,
Those who read It could have little doubt
an (o whethor There was an Internal or ex-
ternal explosion. Perhaps the monst sig-
nificant testimony 18 that ahowing the bot
tam plates on the port side of the {ll-
fated Maine to he bent Inward and up-

| ward, a result that hardly could have fol-

lowod anytihing save an explosion from the
outside, A mass of testimony 16 submitted
showing the enre exerclsed on board the
ship by Capt. Blgsbee and his officers, and
the apparent Impassibllity of the accldent
pecurring by nny internal cause, such mg
the heating of the bunkers, spontaneous

combustion or so many other thoorles wore |

b e,

The testimony of Capt. Blgsbea s of the
greulest importance and perhaps \s of more
general Intetest than that of any other
man cilled befors the Lodrd, WIilh great
care and minutencss he gives an_ace
counl of the management of the ship, how
ehe wius handied, what waa done from day
lo duy on board, how she salied into Ha-
vans, her anchorage and what he knew
about 1t} and, In fact, eveary polnt upon

whith the government and the country de- |
Capt. |

sires to he Informed, Nothing in
Bigabec's testimony shows (hat the anchor-
sge was changed or thal It was considered

| dangerous by snyona,

Becond (o the importance of the testl-
mony of Capt. Bigabea la that of Ensign
Powedson, who had oharge of tha divers
and knew Irom day (o day what rhese
divers found, This officer was minutely
informed as to the construcilon of the
Maine mnd everything about her, MHis
|estimony was to a cerialn oxtent tech-
nleal, bearlog upon the construction of the
ship, her plates, ¢te,, but it was from these
plates and this technleal knowledge that
he was able to declare that the exploaion
took plnee from thaou' side,

The Royal is the highest haking powder
known. Actual I-h:::h goes one- I

OVAL RAkiNg POWTER €0,, WEW TOMK,

quired at night. No unpatthoFized Doats
waore allowed (o appramch the ship.

There wan fine discipline, obedient crew,
qulet men, Le was in the captain's office
at time of the exploston; felt a very heavy
shock and heard nolse of falling objects
on deck. Thought the ahip was being fired
upon. Was told by captaln to seo boats
ware lowerad, Ho saw fow men coming,
mostly officers, He saw no reason to flood
the magnzine, bocduse water was coming
up. He saw .. forward. Doatls bogan (o
cro..d around the wreclk. Hoe Induced boats
to fake the wounded to different vesssls,
He ordered n list taken of the saved and
wounded, There was excellent dieeipling
after the explonlon, Orders were followed
with prompinesa of & drill. The only or-
d;l“ not obeycd was the order to leave the
ship,

Ho first examined the wreck at daylight
the following miornlizg. He took & glg with

| Lient. Hood and a few men und aitempted
to board the wreck, MHe was warned off
hy an armed boat's crew of Bpaniards and
than pulled around the wreck. There ware
still gamo burning fragmonta.

Capi. Sigabee Tentifles,

Cnpi, Bigsbee, In teslifying before the
court of Ingquiry which convened in the
harbor of Havana Monday, February I,
watd that he assumed commiand of the
Muine on April 10, 1597, and that his ship
arrived In the harbor of Havana the last
time January 24, 1808, The authoritles at
llavana knew of the Malne's coming, Con-
| sul-General Lee having Informed tho au-
thoritles according to officlal custom. Aften
he took on an ofMelal pllot sent by the
captaln of the port of Havana the ahip
was berthed in the man-of-war anchorage
| off the Machina, or the Bhears, and, ac-
| cording to his understanding, was obe of
| the regular buoys of the place. I
| He then siated that he bhad been In Ha-

vana Io 1572 and again in 1808
| Ife could not state whether the Maine

was placed In the usual bocth for men-

of-war, bul sa!d that he bhad® heard re-
marks slnce the explosion, using Capl

Stevens, temporarily In command of the

Ward line steamer Clty of Washingion, aa

authorily for the wtatement that he had

nover known in all his expertence, whith

The divers, Morgan, Olsen and Smith, all |

contributed |mportant evidence. They

GEN, FITZHUGH LEE.

testified that the plales were bént Inward
on Lthe bottom port aide and outward on the
starboard side,

The story of the explosion ls told by dif-
ferent wiinesses snd adds llttls Lo what
Capt, Siguboe nnd Communder Walnwright
related

Nothing in the testimony fixes responsis
bility, no conspiracy is apparent, no knouwi-
tdge of the planting of a ming Is shown,

ler feellng oxisted agalnst tho American
fhip, and Americans gensrally, and a wit-
neas who name (4 suppressed tells of
overhearing & converantlon among Bpaniah
oMeers and a cltlzen Indicatng o fore-
knowledge of t
by intention to'blow her up, An official of
the American consuluto télls of Informa-
tlon recelved anooymousnly tending to show
that & conspiracy ezluted, Dut nothing is
definitely staled which flixes any responsi-
blity upon Spaln or her subjecta.
Gon. Lee Tentiflien.

Consul General IMitghugh Loe appeared
vefore the court on Merch 8 Jlis testl-
mony reluied to the officlal formalities pre-
ceding the Malne's arrival, On January M
he recelved o mesnage from tho state de-
partment saying that the Malne would be
sent 10 Havana on a friendly viaslt to re-
sume the regular stetus of naval relations
between the two countries, and hb was
ordered 1o maklie arrangements at the pal-
ace for Lthe axchange of oMelal courteslies,
Alter u eanll at the palace he sent the state
department a cipher measago saying:

“Autborities profess to think the United
Btates hos ulterior purposo In sending tho
ship, Say L will obstruct autonomy and
produce excltement, und most probably a
demongtrntlon. Ark that it not be done
till they cnn get Insiructian:
rid. say that o for [r)
claimed, deluy Is bopar!

t was Lo Jale, however, the Muine had
already salled, She urrived next day and
lea reporicd her arrival 1o the stale Jde-
partmuent

All Negunlntions Carvied Oat.

Lisng, Conunander It ard Wainwright
temtifled (hat the regulations In regnrd to
palnts and inttammablios and all other pre-
cautions werd nirfetly carried out en board
ship, Every posalble care was taken to
avold secldent. All visliors were soru-
tinized before belog allowed to come on
board the ship, Nebody wan allowed un=
scenmpanied. Boeclal “lookouls' were re-

Ayer's Sarsaparilla Is

GOoOD

for all diseases that have their
origin in impure blood. Itis

SETTER
than other sarsaparilias, bel-
ter wade, of better ingredionts
amd by better methods, Iis
record of cures proclaims it the

BEST

Capt. Sigabee stales that a somewhat bit- |

destruction of the Malne |

CATPT., BIGSDEE,

covered visita to Havana for five or sia

years, & man-of-war Lo be anchored at

tipat buoy; that he had rarely known

merchant vessels to be anchored there, and

that it was the least used buoy In the har-

bor. In describing the surroundipgs when

first moored to this buoy Capt. Bigahee
| stated that the Spanish man-of-war Al-
phonse X1I. was moorad in the position
now ovcupled by (he Fern, about S50 yards
1o the northward and westwaprd of the
Malne, The German ship Qriddenau wos
anchored at the berth now occupled by
the Spanish man-of-war Logaspe, which is
about 4X yards about duve north from the
Malne, He then located the German man-
of-war Charlotte, which came [nto the
harbor o day or two later, which was an«
chored to the southward of the Malne's
berth ahout 400 or 00 yarda.

In describing the surroundings at the
time of the explasion, Capl. Sigpshee atated
that the night was calm and atlll, ‘Me
Alphonga XTI, was at the same berth.
The smail Spanish dispateh boat Legaspe
had come out the day before and tuken Lhe
berth occupled by the German man-of-war
Griesenau, which had left,. Tho steam-
er Clty of Washington was anchored abaut
I yards (o the woulh and cnst of the
Haine's stern alightly on the port quarter,

The Malbe coaled at Key Weat, taking on
nlgut 150 tons, the coal oing regularly
Inepoeted and taken from the government
conl pile. This conl was placed gunofally
in the forward bunkers. No report wos res
celved from the chlef engincer that any
ool had been (oo long In the Lunkers, and
that the fire clurms In the bunkers wore
netmitive.

Hegulations Sirietly Carrled Oni.

In o far as the regulutions regurding In-
flimmables and palnts on board, Capt. Blge-
bee testifled that the regulntiona ware
strictly carried out In regard to slorage
and that the waste also was subject 1o
tho samo carcful dlaposition. As {o the sit-
tntion of the paint room, he fixed It ns in
the “eyers of iLe ship," just below the barth
dock, tho extreme forward compartment,
As for the disposition of Inflammables, they
wore stowed In chests nocording to ?u rog -
ulations, and when inflammatles e in
oxcens of chenst capacity thoy were oy awad
| 'to ba kept In the bathroom of the add ral's
cabin. Regurding the eloctrio plant the
Maine, Capt, Sigsbee stated thal there wan
no serfous grounding nor sudden faring
up of the lights before the explosion, but
‘p sudden and total eclipae, As fOr rexu-
| Intlons affecting the taking of temperature
ot the magasines, ete, Capt. Bigebea mald
there were no special regulations other
than the usual regulations reguired Ly the
department. He examined the temperatute
himself and conversed with the ordnance
officer as tg tho varjous temperatures wnid
the conten b4 magasines, and accord-
ing to the opinlon O_ttmamwcr. ny well as
Sigabee, the u wera never at the
Hanger poln ‘I d0 not think there was
any laxity in this direction," suld tho eap-
tain, tn raply to & queation of Judge Advo-
eato Marix,

He had no recallectian of any work go-
ing on In the magaxing or ahcll roamn ¢n
the day of ihe explosion. The keys were
called for In the usual way on the day In
question and were properiy returned, At
the Line of the dlnaster the (wa alier boil-
ers In the kfter fire room were in use be-
canse the Bydoavesesisp Ses sunbmigs
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